What Is MessyWorks?

MessyWorks is a fully owned subsidiary of Shadow Fire Promotions, Inc. in Chicago, IL.  MessyWorks features women who perform live for an audience and videotape participating in sketch/improv/slapstick messy comedy skits similar in tone to such classics as Benny Hill; Monty Python; Mel Brooks, Three Stooges; I Love Lucy; Mad TV; Women Behaving Badly; Saturday Night Live; and the Scary Movie series, among others, and combined with messy slapstick from the cable channel Nickelodeon's "You Can't Do that On Television" and using soap opera-style storylines to setup these routines.  We call the concept "hybrid comedy", as it borrows elements from across many genres, but does not directly copy anything, preferring to put our own unique stamp on things.

These are presented in a silly, comedic way.   It’s a way to celebrate being a woman and your femininity by poking fun at common female stereotypes.  It's just clean fun…well, technically messyfun!

What Is Different?


We differ from any other stage or theatrical promotion in many ways.  We sell our shows on the “hook” of each show, much like soap operas.  We also “break down the fourth wall”, encouraging interaction with the audience, especially in regards to opportunities during the show to chat with our ladies, take pictures, and get autographs.  Sometimes, audience members may even be invited to participate in skits and get messy with our lovely ladies!

Everyone participates in the writing.  Every woman will have a chance to write her own skits, or re-tool existing skits to give it a “facelift”.  The more stunts we have available to select from, the longer we can go without “recycling” ideas.  Of course, each individual performer will have their own take on any given skit, so it is doubtful you would ever see anything that is completely identical to another, with the possible exception of games, which for the most part share the same rules, but since all our performances have an improvised element to them, you never can tell how we'll do things!  
Where Are Shows Held?
Really, anywhere!  As long as it is a fairly wide open area, so we are able to move around, and has running water so our ladies can clean up after getting messy, and has a private place they can change clothes, that's pretty much all we need!  We have done shows at Fairgrounds, and have no problem with open areas, park districts or any place like that!  Indoors, outdoors, you name it!
Travel

Having already successfully put on a show outside of our homebase in Illinois, performing at the North Iowa State Fair in 2007, we're always interested in opportunities to perform in new locations, and be able to bring in other great ladies from outside our area!
Clothing

Due to the nature of MessyWorks, we are always looking for women to donate some of their clothing to get messy in.  All donations of clothing for women is welcome, but please consult a MessyWorks representative to check to see if the clothing you wish to donate will be useful to MessyWorks.  Old T-shirts and jeans are NOT acceptable donations.  The appeal of MessyWorks is for the women to get messy in nice looking clothing.  Some examples of donations that will be useful to MessyWorks are robes and towels to clean up with after a stunt, dresses, skirts, nice blouses, tops, shorts, and similar outfits, as well as hair accessories of all sorts (except plastic or rubber).  The preferred fabrics are terry cloth, velvet, fleece, chenille, silks or satins, and similar materials.  The reason for this is that the fabrics look nice, feel nice, and also get messy very easy, and they look messy, too!  They also clean up pretty easy!

Technical/Crew Positions

MessyWorks has an Official production company, called Pie In The Face Productions™.  These talented ladies assist in making sure our shows are caught on camera for future DVD distribution, and that there are plenty of photos taken of the show for our newsletter.
Newsletter


MessyWorks has our very own newsletter, called MessyNews™, and it is headed by Ms. Julie Bilodeau and her staff.  Our newsletter is in the process of being completely revamped after a long period of dormancy, but we intend on having a print version that fans can subscribe to for a fee and sponsors are more than welcome to enquire about ad space, which we will make available.
Merchandise
Along with our videos and DVDs, we have other items of merchandise for sale, such as custom embroidered towels, robes and tote bags for the ladies; coffee mugs, USB drives & t-shirts for the guys and photo/autograph books, newsletter and programs for everyone!  This is just a small sample of merchandise that we have or can get printed. 
What Do I Get For My Sponsorship?


MessyWorks is extremely flexible in how we can form a mutually beneficial relationship with our sponsors.  Besides ad space being available in our newsletter, sponsors are welcome to make enquiries about our DVD slipcovers and collectible programs.  At minimum, all of our sponsors will get a mention during the show when we plug all of our sponsors.  

For those sponsors who provide us with supplies to use during a show (e.g., pies, clay mud, etc.), or clothing for our actresses to wear on camera and get messy, not only will you be mentioned during the show, but you will also be mentioned as a sponsor in our souvenir programs, the DVD slipcover and in our MessyNews newsletter in the previews and post show reviews.  Certain select sponsors may get mentioned during some of our skits.
Contact

Contact MessyWorks in the following ways:

Mail:  

MessyWorks

c/o Shadow Fire Promotions, Inc.

P.O. Box 2746

Chicago, IL  60690

E-mail: messyworks@sfpincchicago.com
Phone: (847) 774-8257

Phone: (847) 489-2087
Visit our Web Site: 

http:// messyworks.sfpincchicago.com/
Make sure to sign the guestbook!

Visit our message board:

http://www.sfpincchicago.com/boards
Visit our Store:

http://messywear.sfpincchicago.com
